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Issues facing our world in 2018

Loss of 
biodiversity

Poverty Climate change Deforestation

Water shortage Urban sprawl

• Most of the world’s poorest people 
are living in rural areas

• 80% of farmland in Asia and 
sub-Saharan Africa is managed by 
smallholders 

• In Africa:  41 million smallholders

• Many of these people are 
beekeepers
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Beekeeping is feasible for people with 
few resources because:

 Bees are obtained from the wild

Beekeeping is feasible for people with 
few resources because:

 Bees’ food is freely available

© Franc Sivic
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Beautiful facts about beekeeping for rural 
development
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• In recent years – greater 
recognition of the value of 
beekeeping within rural 
livelihoods

•Some excellent beekeeping 
development programmes

•Too many unsuccessful 
beekeeping projects
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Mount Elgon, East Uganda
0.5m people in small district
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SKILLS TRAINING
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SKILLS TRAINING
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Hives kept on steep 
slopes of Mount Elgon
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Key to success:  strong 
focus on effective 
marketing
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2017

Maize crops destroyed by  
a new pest –

Fall army worm

Peter can rely on his 
bees!
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Successful beekeeping interventions 
involve understanding of 

beneficiaries

 Equipment must always made 
locally
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TACKLING POVERTY 

ETHIOPIA 19

Making top-bar hives
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MAKING EQUIPMENT LOCALLY
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HONEY TRADE 

ZANZIBAR
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

KYRGYZSTAN
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EMPOWERING WOMEN KYRGYZSTAN
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SCHOOL BEEKEEPING CLUBS GHANA
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Beekeeper -
Emerick Betayene

Bees for Development Journal
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 We post 2,000 copies each 

quarter

 130 countries

 Provide advice and ideas

 15% are read by more than 

100 people

BfD Journal

RESOURCES FOR TRAINING

CAMEROON 28
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Enquiries
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nicolabradbear@beesfordevelopment.org

Thank you for your interest


